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STYLE

Dress Like a Woman? What Does That
Mean?
By JACEY FORTIN FEB. 3, 2017

What does it mean to “dress like a woman”?

Social media users took it upon themselves to answer that very question in
response to a report that President Trump wants women who work for him to look a
certain way.

.@realDonaldTrump #DressLikeAWoman ... is this
what you had in mind? 
9:33 PM - 2 Feb 2017
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The sentiment was anonymously cited in the new newsletter Axios from Mike
Allen, a former Politico reporter.

In response, Twitter erupted with a stream of photos showing women dressed
for the jobs they hold and the lives they lead, as firefighters, soldiers, police officers
and astronauts, to name a few.
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I'm #DressLikeAWoman in this photo! 
When are you going to start acting
#ActLikeAPresident, #Trump?!
8:23 AM - 3 Feb 2017
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WOMEN DRESSED LIKE WOMEN
#DressLikeAWoman
9:46 AM - 3 Feb 2017
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 #DressLikeAWoman
pic.twitter.com/z3QyO3J8gq
3:20 PM - 3 Feb 2017

3 FebKamala Harris  @KamalaHarris
Tammy Duckworth knows how to
#DressLikeAWoman. pic.twitter.com/Z6AqoptkX4
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But while many of the tweets were aimed at rejecting the idea that women
should be restricted to some narrow sartorial category, the “dress like a woman”
phrase, co-opted as a hashtag, didn’t come directly from Mr. Trump.

In his newsletter, Mr. Allen attributed the phrase this way:

Trump likes the women who work for him “to dress like women,” says a source
who worked on Trump’s campaign. “Even if you’re in jeans, you need to look
neat and orderly.” We hear that women who worked in Trump’s campaign field
offices — folks who spend more time knocking on doors than attending glitzy
events — felt pressure to wear dresses to impress Trump.

In an email on Friday afternoon, Mr. Allen declined to offer any further details.

It’s clear that appearances matter to the president. Mr. Trump, the former
owner of the Miss Universe Organization, has come under harsh criticism for rating
women’s appearances on a scale of one to 10 and for hurling insults at female critics.

As a candidate, he readily attacked when people commented on the size of his
hands or on his hair.

Like presidents past, Mr. Trump will most likely have some influence over style
in the West Wing. The White House does not have an official dress code, according
to its Press Office, but every administration has its own norms.
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As everybody knows, but the haters & losers refuse
to acknowledge, I do not wear a “wig.” My hair may
not be perfect but it’s mine.
11:10 AM - 24 Apr 2013

  6,946  6,390

Donald J. Trump  
@realDonaldTrump

 Follow

9
ARTICLS RMAINING

Get 50% off for one ear on a Time ucription.

https://www.axios.com/trump-101-the-producer-of-his-own-epic-film-2230577441.html
http://nytlive.nytimes.com/womenintheworld/2016/02/25/donald-trump-ranked-disparaged-women-during-appearances-on-howard-stern/
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/29/us/donald-trump-keeps-insulting-rosie-odonnell-heres-how-their-feud-started.html
https://www.nytimes.com/politics/first-draft/2016/03/04/donald-trump-on-why-he-defended-the-size-of-his-hands-and-more/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=827612764642373632
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=827612764642373632
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=827612764642373632
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/327077073380331525
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?in_reply_to=327077073380331525
https://twitter.com/intent/retweet?tweet_id=327077073380331525
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=327077073380331525
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump


For the past two decades, wardrobes have tended to be more relaxed in
Democratic administrations. Under President Clinton, “aides frequently attended
meetings in jeans and T-shirts,” The New York Times reported in 2001.

President George W. Bush restored formality to the West Wing, but President
Obama was so relaxed that he broke with protocol, foregoing a suit jacket on his first
full day in the Oval Office.

If the pattern holds, dressing for work in the West Wing could become more
formal under the Trump administration.

Whether that means women would be required to “dress like women” remains
to be seen.
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This should do it. #DressLikeAWoman
7:06 PM - 2 Feb 2017
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